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Thank you everyone for joining us for our first Advent liturgical
service of this year. It was fantastic to see so many people fill our
hall and very special to welcome so many new families to this
beautiful St. Cuthbert’s tradition. If you can make it to any of our
Advent services then please do, they take place each Friday in
Advent at 2.30pm in the school hall.

Year 2 are our attendance stars again this week with a score [ %
» of 97.9%. We work hard with families and partner
agencies to make sure every child achieves the best
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attendance they can. Can we remind all families that we ask | Year 1 94.3

you to contact school when your child is absent from school for any | Year 2 *%2| 97.9
reason at all. Year 3 B 94.3
Year 4 94.5

Next week is another very busy one with lots happening for children Year 5 925

and families across school. All dates and times are at the end of this
newsletter, if there any changes to what is going on we’ll let you
know as quickly as possible through ParentMail. Our Nursery and
Reception Class perform their first Nativity at 9.30am on Tuesday
and year 1 and 2 perform theirs at 2pm- both are in the school hall. If
you can’t make it to the performances on Tuesday the children will
be performing them again on Wednesday, this time years 1 and 2 will
perform theirs at 9.30am and Reception and Nursery will perform
theirs at 2pm. Our whole school are invited to take part in Christmas
jumper day next Thursday and Thursday is also Christmas lunch day!
On Friday we’d love to see everyone join us for our second Advent
Service of the season as we come into the school hall together. Next
Saturday 9t December our children will be singing at the Victorian
Market in North Shields, it has been a tradition for a long time for
older brothers and sisters and St. Cuthbert’s children who have
moved on to high school to join in as well.

Year 6 91.9
Whole school 94.1

We have a special treat lined up for the whole school on
Wednesday 20t December as we make our way to the Saville
Exchange to enjoy this year’s panto, Aladdin! Our recent trips to
the panto at the Saville Exchange have been very popular with all
our children and we’re sure this year’s performance will be
brilliant!
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We learn about and practice compassion continuously at St. Cuthbert’s and the learning we
all do with Mrs Cottiss helps us understand what compassion is and how we can put it into
action. This Advent we are asking everyone in St. Cuthbert’s community to show everyone
that we are united in compassion by taking part in our food collection for Nite Bite and by
following our ‘no presents; policy. At different points in the year, we remind all St.
Cuthbert’s families, and the wider community, that one of the ways we support each other
is through having a no presents policy in school. The reason we have a no presents policy is
to treat everyone in our community with equity, to make sure that no one is under any
pressure to spend money on gifts. As a school staff, we are privileged to work with you
and your children and when you join us for nativities, Advent Services, singing and
anything you can throughout the year, you are giving us the very important gift of your
time and support. For our policy to work we ask that you do not send gifts to school for
staff or other any children at school. Christmas is a very expensive time of the year for all
our families and staff and putting our children under the pressure of wanting to give gifts at
school because others are is very difficult for them. We will be collecting tins and packets of
food for Nite Bite throughout Advent and we will send you further details about what you
can do to help with this. Our collections of food are incredibly valuable to Nite Bite and
they will be used to provide families and people in our community with dinner this
Christmas. St. Cuthbert’s is a compassionate school and community where we know that
people need people.
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We work continuously with all staff and children to keep children and everyone at St.
Cuthbert’s safe at all times. Our new Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy 2023/24 is
on our school website, https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/safeguarding and it outlines our
approaches and policies to safeguarding throughout school. You will also find a copy of our
safeguarding policy that we share with the children. It has been written to be accessible to the
children and goes alongside all the work we do with them throughout the year. We teach
safeguarding and staying safe through many different subjects and you will see the weekly online
safety posters we add to every newsletter that we send out. Throughout the year we also have
online safety lessons with all children and these range in topic from what to do if a child feels
unsafe, how to create the best usernames and passwords and how to judge if the information you
are reading or watching is genuine and accurate. We also hold online safety sessions for families
each year to help you keep your children safe online at home. If you have any questions about
safeguarding at St. Cuthbert’s please get in touch by emailing keepingintouch @stcuthberts.email or
speaking to Mr Dillon or Mrs Cottiss who you can find on the school playground at the start of
each day or by phoning the school office.

Can we please remind families that for all classes from reception through to year 6 the school day
has a ‘soft start’ meaning that the school gates and doors will open at 8.40 am and children
should go straight to their class when they come on to the playground from 8.40 am. The doors
and gates then close at 8.55 am when all children should be in their class- anyone who arrives at

school after 8.55 am should come to school through the main office. _
corridors and classrooms with teachers beginning their teaching at 8.40 am. Can we also remind

everyone that no adults should be in the school building in the morning or at the end of the
school day. If you need to speak to a class teacher you can contact them through Tapestry, phone
the school office to make an appointment or pass on a message or catch them at the end of the
school day once all children have been passed over to their families. Our school day ends at 3.25
pm for all children. Can we also please remind families that dogs, no matter how small, are not
permitted through the school gates or on the school playground. We have over 500 people on
the playground at the start and end of each day and we all greatly appreciate your help and
support in keeping our school as safe as possible and our school days running smoothly for
everyone.

If you have any concerns about your child’s, or another child’s

safety, including their online safety, or questions about C P O M S
behaviour we always ask that you speak to us at school. It is

important that we are part of discussions that may be happening

around children’s behaviour and welfare. We record

incidents and concerns electronically on our CPOMS system C I_e n n e I_l_¥
and we work very closely with Clennell Education Solutions

to make sure all our staff are up to date with the best safeguarding training available and to

provide leading professional advice when requested. This means that we have a broad
picture of anything that is happening at school and, with your help, we can make sure any


https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/safeguarding
mailto:keepingintouch@stcuthberts.email
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concerns are addressed quickly and do not escalate or lead to children or families falling out.
If you have a concern that you feel needs attention immediately, and it is outside of hormal
school hours, you can contact the North Tyneside Safeguarding Team’s Front Door service
on 0345 2000 109 during office hours or 0330 333 7475 during the evening or at
weekends. We work in partnership with the team and they will inform us at school of any
referrals made to them during weekends, evenings, and holidays when school is closed. You
can also find out more information about safeguarding in North Tyneside on their website
and our school website.

Can we also remind all families that you must let us know who is collecting a child after
school if you, the person who would normally do the collection, isn’t. If you need to
change arrangements at the last minute please phone the school office and let us know, this
helps avoid asking the person who has come to collect the child waiting around
unnecessarily and helps us make sure all our children are where they are supposed to be. If
the person collecting your child is someone we don’t know or haven’t met often we may
ask you for a word or phrase that they can repeat to us, therefore confirming who they
are.

As a school St. Cuthbert’s were involved in being part of

the management committee that set up the PACT om ¢ Tyne & Wear
MumSpace group that runs in North Shields. MumSpace

is a warm, welcoming, friendly group, for mothers run by Crtlzens
mothers. MumSpace is a charity run so free to join. Within the group, mums have half an
hour of “their time” whilst the amazing volunteers look after the children. This space and
time can be used to have a hot cup of coffee and a chat, talk to other mums alike, or invite
outside organisations in to give advice, it’s the mothers’ space it’s up to them to decide what
to do with it. The group is for pregnant mums or mums with children up to the age of 4.
MumSpace is run on a Thursday morning from St Cuthbert’s Church from 9.30-11am or
Tuesday afternoon 12.30-2pm at St Luke’s Church in Wallsend on Frank Street just off the
Metro station. For more information see their Facebook page = MumSpace North Tyneside
or contact Wendy McConnell at 07950426786 or wendy.mcconnell@citizensuk.org

Thank you once again to everyone who has signed up for your Appetite account and to
everyone who is using it to pre-order children’s school lunches. It is very, very important
that you get your account set up as it allows you to see the menu for the coming weeks,
including all the dietary and nutritional information you might want to see. No child will
ever be left hungry and the staff in our kitchen know all our children well. If you have any


https://my.northtyneside.gov.uk/category/488/are-you-worried-about-child#:~:text=If%20you%20have%20concerns%20about,Service%20call%200345%202000%20109.
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/copy-of-inspection-reports-and-perfor-1
mailto:wendy.mcconnell@citizensuk.org
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questions about the new school meals system or menu, or need help with the app or using
the Appetite service online, please get in touch with us at school.

We get lots of questions at school about keeping children safe online when they are away
from school. We have begun information posters from

National Online Safety and these will be helpful as they e
provide up-to-date advice on how to manage different L

Welcome to CEOP Education

| am:

services and apps for children at home. The Think You
Know website is also very useful for advice and ATEEERE o\ viorking it -
information and you can find it by clicking the link
below. The site is aimed at adults and the subjects are r 8-10
old years old

about keeping children safe online. nEll
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

We would like to remind families that we have a no-jewellery policy for children at St. Cuthbert’s, the
only exceptions to this are that children can wear a watch and if they have their ears pierced they can
wear a small stud- not hoops. Can you please make sure your child doesn’t wear any jewellery to school,
especially on their outdoor learning day when a few have started to wear chains, necklaces, or bracelets.
Qutdoor learning day clothes should be old clothes, suitable for the weather, that will get dirty and, most
likely smell of smoke by the end of the day.

We are welcoming families with children who will be starting Reception Class or Nursery
for a visit around St. Cuthbert’s at 2.30pm on Tuesday 12t December. If your child will be
joining our Nursery or Reception Class next September 2024 please get in touch with us at
the school office if you would like to join the visit. If you know anyone with a child who
could join us in September 2024 please ask them to get in touch with us at the school office
and we’ll have a chat with them about the visit.

Thank you to everyone who is using

Easyfundraising. Q easyfundraiSing
There are no catches to using the site, you don’t ‘ 9 feel 900d SkOPP\V\g

need to share bank or payment details, just sign up

and choose to support St. Cuthbert’s. all you then

need to do is search for your chosen store or seller on the easyfundraising site and do your online
shopping as normal. If you are booking a holiday, buying any insurance, changing internet
suppliers, mobile phone providers, etc. online, and doing so through the site they make quite big
donations to school! It's really easy to get set up and running, all you need to do is:

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/and join for free.

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.
3. After you've checked out, that retailer will donate to St. Cuthbert’s at no extra cost to you
whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and we would be grateful for your support and donations which
will go towards all our children.



https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/

. H{“ ‘ St. CUthbel"t’S » Slett‘l" #stcuthbeisns

/ Sunday 3" Dec@mber 202 3 wiW.northtyneside

Mass times online on Facebook and at St. Cuthbert’s each Sunday at 11lam. Fr. Chris Hughes can be contacted on 257 5801
Thank you to everyone who has been using Tapestry, our keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk
email, and school phone to keep in touch with school staff. Lines of communication must be kept as open
and honest as possible between school and home as we work hard to keep our open-door policy and

approach going by making so many ways to keep in touch available. _

, and we won'’t be setting up accounts on either medium. If you have any questions, or
concerns, or need to chat with a member of staff at school please make sure you use one of three methods
we have put in place:

e Message a member of staff on Tapestry with messages regarding work, arrangements for the school
day for your child, etc. All staff have access to Tapestry.

e Phone 0191 691 9876 and arrange an agreed time to chat with someone. Use the school phone

number to advise us of absence from school, and for questions about day-to-day things. Phoning
school during the school day remains the best way to get in touch.

If you have not yet activated your Tapestry account or if you are having trouble accessing it please let us
know as soon as possible. Tapestry is one of the main ways we keep in touch with families and it is
important that you can receive messages and posts from it even if you don’t use it a lot yourself.

There has been a great deal of interest in our apprenticeships that have been advertised,
you can find more information about the teaching assistant and admin assistant roles on
our school website.

If you haven’t joined our school lottery yet it is really easy and gives you a chance of
winning our school jackpot each week and gives you an entry to a much bigger weekly
jackpot. All profits from the lottery go towards helping us make sure our children continue
to have the fantastic opportunities they get every week at St. Cuthbert’s. Our weekly prize
currently stands at £19.80, you will also be entered into a national school lottery for a
£25,000 draw each week. You can sign up at
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary

Thank you for your amazing continued support, stay safe and God bless,
Shaun Dillon


mailto:keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/about-5
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
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AtNational Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold aninformed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit nationalcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

» | What SChools/ eed to Know about

TH ONLINES FETYAC’l?

The Online Safety Act was passed into, UK law in October 2023, with the aim of establishing major new layers ofgs.
protection for children when they’ re(onllne The government has pledged “a zero-tolerance approach to

protecting children fromonline harmg,- and the act certainly includes more powerful legislation which should

WHAT THE help to safeguqrd young people injthe digital world. Our,guide summarises the key points for schools ..

ACTWILLDO

HARMFUL CONTENT e o D Sl NON-CONSENSUAL
: ' SHARING

Social media sites must -
rapidly remove illegal i i It's now easier to convict ?
and/or harmful content online abusers or people °
such as bullying or harassing . who share inti
comments; pornography; and g - images without consent, while
content that supports extremist ™ legislation on the criminality of
activity or encourages or 3 - deepfakes has been clarified.
depicts violence, suicide, self w0 - The new laws also relate to any
harm or eating disorders. If they 5 / individuals who even threaten to
fail to do so, they can be fined = i share such images. This should
up to 10% of their global revenue &7 help to protect women and girls
while their executives may even 2 { 7 in particular online.

face jail time. : 4 |

ANIMAL CRUELTY REPORTING AND
Content featuring cruelty <) \ z F, LTER ' NG

to ani is now pr
even if it originates from abroad v g Sites should have easy
(where the law may be different). ; reporting mechanisms for
ain, itis the platform’s , X children (or their parents and
responsibility to remove this. carers) to flag up problems
PSS quickly. They must also provlde
ptions to filter out ur

MORE TRANSPARENCY ¥ D content.
Sites must be transparent % . E E
about the hazards that any . 44y e | ‘AAGAE_'E ,%E,ELTR'CTED

children using them could
encounter - by publishing risk z
assessments for their platforms, 3
for instance. ¢ - Sites must prevent
R = 3.3 — children from accessing
-inappropriate material. |

HOS'UNG M’SLEAD’NG ) . ; ?r?leslnclgdes’;nlorclnguge |

ADVERTS ‘ i age veriicaton. o

Scams and fraudulent

. |> \Nhat this means for you

or removed, or the hosting
|_—= companies are liable to be fined.
The act has some specific implications for schools: it’s essential that leaders understand the new leglslauon s scope and limitations. The act is certumly a
posrtlve step, but as artificial intelligence and other udvunces in tech continue to produce new challenges, schools will still need to remain extremely vigilant.
IR IE e Y - wre | m—

KNOW WHERE TO GET HELP | REMEMBER THE ESSENTIALS | WATCH FOR R FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

Look out for the Code of Conduct that Ofcom is creating  Remain mindful of your * There are some issues on which the legislation '; , 4

\

in response to the Online Safety Act. Note that the new organisation’s own online remains less clear for now: whether it's possible
legislation doesn’t mean an instant change: many of its activities: the legal duty for schools to for Ofcom to scan encrypted private messages (such
elements will only come into force at the end of 2023. An maintain appropriate software monitoring as on WhatsApp) has yet to be resolved, for instance -
Ofcom consultation on ‘protecting people from illegal ¢ andfiltering, for example, will not change. making this an area where, for the moment, young people
harms onlino will be runnlng until February 2024. ' have less legal protection.

e - — < . a—— h
UNDERSTAND AND EXPLAIN ENGAGE WITH PARENTS g
Staff should learn how to raise concerns with tech companies whose platforms Schools should also explain to parents and carers the new S ‘\\\ \

contain anything upsetting or unpleasant. Students also need to be made possibilities that the Online Safety Act affords them in terms of
aware of the newly strengthened laws relating to cyber-bullying, @ protecting their children. Many parents may have previously felt that there

sexting or posting inappropriate content. Young people do make was little they could do about changing online platforms’ content; they now
mistakes online - so the clearer their understanding of the possible have a far greater level of support when complaining about a company or the
consequences, the better. behaviour of an individual.

National

Meet Our Expert ; Onli

Luke Ramsdenis Senior Deputy Headmaster and Director of Safeguarding o ; n 'ne

for the StBenedict's family of schools. He is a regular speaker at conferences £ 2 & / . ®

andwritesin the TES (among other journals) on school leadership, pastoral w a ety

care and safeguarding. In 2022, he was named Pastoral Leader of the Year at . "

the National Awards for Pastoral Care in Education. £ #wakeupwednesdaa
e i

' @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety d @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so attheir own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 29.12.2023
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PE and Roundhouse Timetables 2023/2024
Children should come to school wearing their PE kit on their PE day.

Day Class

Monday Reception

Tuesday Year 2

Wednesday Year 1

Thursday Year 5, Year 3 and
Year 6

Friday Year 4

Outdoor learning takes place continuously at St. Cuthbert’s and includes a Roundhouse session once
every two weeks. Children should come to school wearing old clothes that will get dirty on their
Roundhouse day only, the dates for this half term for each class are below.

Roundhouse Dates

Nursery 12/12/2023
Reception 12/12/2023
Year 1 15/12/2023
Year 2 15/12/2023
Year 3 13/12/2023
Year 4 13/12/2023
Year 5 11/12/2023
Year 6 11/12/2023

Children will also have cycling sessions on the playground throughout the week. Key Stage 2
children will have cycling sessions using the school Frog bikes, school staff will let you know when
classes are doing their sessions.
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Below are the dates, times and some details of events which will be taking place through
the rest of this school term. As always, we will contact everyone as soon as possible if
anything changes around these dates and times and we will send out any more information
if and when needed. There may be other events and activities taking place between now
and the end of this term and information on these will be sent out to you through
ParentMail as usual and added to each weekly newsletter. Further details for nativities will
be sent out via ParentMail.

Date Time Event Location
5/12/2023 9.30am Nursery and Reception Class School hall
Nativity
5/12/2023 2.30pm Year 1 and 2 Nativity School hall
6/12/2023 9.30am Year 1 and 2 Nativity School hall
6/12/2023 2.30pm Nursery and Reception Class Nursery  School hall
7/12/2023 All day Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas  School
lunch
8/12/2023 2.230pm Advent Service School hall
9/12/2023 12 noon Singing at North Shields Victorian Northumberland Square
Market
12/12/2023 2.30pm Open event for prospective new School
Nursery and Reception Class families
15/12/2023 2.30pm Advent Service School
21/12/2023 6pm Key Stage 2 Carol Service St. Cuthbert’s Church




